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McKEACHNIE LAW OFFICES, P.C.
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P O Box 340
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IN THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRTCT COURT OF DUCHESNE COUNTY

STATE OF UTAH

IN THE MATTER OF THE GENERAL
DETERMINATION OF ALL THE RIGHTS

TO THE USE OF WATER BOTH SURFACE
AND UNDERGROUND WITHIN THE
DRAINAGE AREA OF THE UINTAH BASIN
IN UTAH

) PETTTTON TO APPROVE 2O05
) coMMISSIONER',S REPORT, 20A6
) BUDGET AND SCHEDULE OF
) ASSESSMENTS , 2OO6 SCHEDULE
) OF DISTRIBUTION AND REQUEST
) TO APPOINT THE 2006 RTVER
) COMMISSIONER FOR THE LAKE FORK
) RIVER, YELLOWSTONE RIVER AND
) SAND WASH CREEK

Docket No. 3070
Judge John R. Anderson

Petrtioner and the Committee for the Lake Fork River,

Yellowstone River and Sand Wash Creek, submit herewith the 2005

AnnuaI Report of the Commissioner, the proposed 2O06 Budget and

Schedule of Assessments, and the 2006 proposed Schedule of

Drstribution, in accordance with the Interim Distribution Order

qinnod hrr rho Cnrrrr ^n Marr TR 'lqgR Po1_ i]- innorq :Iqa ronrroq]_.,"/-",|LvYqvJL

fho Annnini-moql of the River Commissioner for the vear 2006.'r.Y"*]-"

In support of thrs Petitron,

Court that;

Petitioners represent to the

By its fnterim Order dated May 18, 1998, a commi-ttee of



water users for the Lake Fork River,, Yellowstone River and Sand

Wash Creeks was organized under [he dir:ect-ion of Lhis Court.

Pef irioner T,vnn Rrrrl-nn rarnS Chaifman Of the COrnml-tt-ee annoinied hruLuuarrvrru! ljrrrr uuluvrr/ *IJIJ"

this Court to support the Rjver Commjssioner and to aid in carrying

out the orders of thrs Cour:t, in connection with the distribution

qvsfcm for the waters of the Lake Fork River, and the Yellowstone

River and Sand Wash Creek systems.

2. The Committee of the Lake F'ork Ri-ver, Yellowstone River

and Sand Wash Creek met on f'ebruary 2.3, 2006 and Petrt-j.oner Lynn

Burton was elecced Cha Lrman oi- that committee ancl I s authorized to

f rle this Petition on behalf of sard coniml-ttee.

3. The committee received anci approved t-he 2005 report of

the adminrstratron of r-Lte waters of the Lake Fork River,

Yellowstone Rrver and Sancl Wash Creek by Wrl l iam Chr-Lstensen, the

River Commrssioner for tire year 2005. A copy of that report is

filed herewith.

4.

schedul e

for the

attached

The committee reviewed and approved a budget, with

of assessments, f,or: the exf)ens(ts of t,he Rjver Commjssroner

year 2-006. l'he l'3i,tdqct- ;rnrl Sciieciu,l-c-: c>[ Assessments are

hereto as "Exhi.bt-t A".

The committee has revj-ewed and approved I after



consultation with the Utah State Engineer, a proposed Schedule of

Distribution of the Waters of the l,ake Fork River, Yellowstone

River and Sand Wash Creek and recommends j t to the Court , for the

year 2006. The proposed Schedule of Distribution is attached

heretc as "Exhibit B".

6. The committee voted to recommend to the Court the

2r-lnnintmeni of William ChL:rstensen as }lrver Commjssioner of theuvv'

Lake F-ork River, Yellowst-one River and Sand Waslr Creek, for a term

of one (1) year. Petrtioner further: alleges that William

Christensen is a competent and qualifred person to act as said

Water Commissioner.

1. It is requested bv the commi[Lee, ]f for any reason the

River Commrssioner does not compleEe hj-s term of office or is

unable to fulfill his obiigaIions as Rrver Commlssioner, that the

commrtree be author:ized to select- a l-emporary re:placement River

Commrsstoner -

B - The commrttee recluests that- [he Interrm Order entered for

the irrigacion year of 1998 be reaffirmed and made applrcable for

the 2006 rrrigation year, -t n the f o LIowi ng respec:Ls:

a. It ts requested that the Rrver Commrssioner be allowed to

distribute the water of the streams and reservoirs involved in



accordance with this Court's Interim Order and to do all- thinqs

necessa rv f or f he nroner and correct measlr rement ,^l rversion and

distri-bution of said waters, in accordance with Ihe Decrees of the

Federal District Court and state -Laws -

b. That the Rrver Commissi-oner be directed to confer with

the respective commitIees j.n developi ng a schedule for distribution

of water, specrfrcally, t-he manner in which t-he waters of the Lake

Fork River, Y€llowstone Rrver and Sand tn/ash Creek, and their

trrbutaries, should be distributed, after consuftation with the

State Engineer, and shalL submj t annua.Lly a ]:ecorTrmended Interim

Dlstribution Order to i-his Cor-rrt- tc>r: it-s consider:.rt.ron.

c. That the Rrver Commj.ssioner be directei ro del-i.ver and

distribute the waters of such non-Federal water rights in the Lake

Fork River, Y€llowstone River and Sand Wash Creek, in accordance

wrth the proposed Schedule of Distribution, attached hereto as

"ExhibiL B" -

.l

ri rrhf e

of the

c,

F^^^^-fI EDPgU L

That the waters for the F'ederal- ancl non-['edera]- water

be distributed rn acccrdance with the terms and limltations

1923 Federal court Decrees in cases numbered 443i and 4418.

That the Rrver commi,ss ionerr be requr-red to work wlth the

LVe committees to prepare a recommended budget to be



submj-tted to the Court along with a recorTrmended annual budget.

Said annual report and recommended budget are to contain

assessments made, monies received I along with a report of

expendrLures. The CourL, af Ler r:ecerv-rng t-he proposed annuai-

budger, shall provide a thLr:ty (30) day period for objectrons to be

fi led .

f. Upon approval by the Court, the Rrver Commissioner be

author:-zed to manage the budget, to implement the ordered

assessments and coll.ectron of assessed amounts f.rom the non-FederaI

v/aLer user organ tzal ioris or water users, and requesr assessment and

collectron from the Bureau of Indran Affairs on [he Uintah Indian

Irrr-garron Projecc, rn accordance wiLir Ihe approved budgeL and

schedule of assessment.

g. Any person or entrty, whrch is a water user rn the

subject rivers, or: otherwise afIect-ecl by the actjons of the River

Comn".rssloner/ may petiti.:rr and .-rppe:ar bef'ore L-nrs Court (about the

assessment amounts, tiie manner in which the water ls distributed

and/or any other cl-alm relatrng Io the distributron of water) . In

the event there is a vioLation of the Court's Orcler or any part of

thrs Petitron oL, t-n l-he: op:,n.i on ol: tfre River Comn.jss-ioner, the

occurrence of the unauthorr zed use oI' water, the Rr..zer Commrssioner



be directed to recommend to this Court a solution to the problem,

'i -^l "n i ^n remecl v f o he i mnosecl ()n lhe unauthori zed water useralluauufllv qrry !urrLuuy Lv pe.LrLtyvJsu ult Lll

or violator of the Order.

h. If a non-Federal, water lrse.r fal Ls to pay any assessments

levied, when due, that- wat-er users f urther use of water is

n rah i ]-r i t or'i

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays as f ol-lows:

1. That the 2005 report of t-he aclmrnrstratron of the waters

of the Lake F ork River, Ye-Llowstone R:-ver and Sand Wash Creek be

annrorzecl . as submitted and filed herewith.
-y|/.IgJ

2. That the 2006 Budget and Schedule of Assessments, be

approved, as submrtted and aItacired hereto as "t]xhibiL A" -

3. That the proposed 2006 Sclredule of Drst-ribution of Waters

of the Lake Fork Rrver, Yellowstone River and Sand Wash Creek be

approved, ds submrtted and attached hereto as "Exhibit B".

4. That lJilliam Christensen be appornted to serve as River

Commrssloner of the Lake Fork River, Y€llowstone R.r-ver and Sand

Wash Creek, for a period of one ( 1 ) year.

5. That the Committee for t-he Lake Fork River, Yellowstone

River and Sand Wash Creek be authori zed to appoint a temporary

renla.emenf should the Itlver Commissj-oner be unabLe to comnlete fhoIU UU LIIg



.nF /1) \/ear LeI.m.\ r/

6 . That the app l rcab l e provis ions of

as presented herern, be reaf f t-rmed ancl made

2006.

DATED this

McKeachnie l,aw

JL ,-l-,, ^€uay v!

the I 998 Interim Order,

effectj-ve fo: tire year

)^|nA
, 4vvv.

{ tlt I -aa v Ivrr Lv!v/

h.
By: -:1l=fl: rr I r- -cKeachnie

By: I-.Y L./.2f=41 l- ! i.LA-/J-A-4)\- -,\'itrn Burtoe""CfAtrman of the Committee
flor the Lake Fork Rj-ver,
Yellowstone River and Sand

Wash Creek



ASSESSMENT FOR 2006 PROPOSED BLIDGET

AMOLTNT ASSESSMENT
DI\IERSION FOR
CHAR.GED 2OO5 2006APPROPRIATOR

CRYSTAL RANCH
DRY GULCH iRR. CO

I-ilNTAI{ AREA
LAKE FORK AREA

FARNSWORTHCANAL &RES CO.
HAN'SON, CORDON FAMILY
HARTIVIAN, J BRUCE
LA,KE FORK iRR. CO.
LAKE FORK WESTERN IRP.. CO
LUSTY CATTLE INC.
MONARCH CA}{AL & RES. CO.
ROWLEY DITCH
SA}.IDWASI{ JRzuGATION CO.

SOLTTH BONETA IRR. CO
T N DODD IRR. CO
UTELANT,DITCI{ CO.

TOTAL ASSC)CIATED

('INTAiI PROIECT

TOTAi.

_s0

6.947
8r,472
41,177

50

300
< d?')

7,956
100
234
200

2,255
2,413

228
3,055

151 ,399

5 1,8-?9

203,73.1

$ 13.68

1,869.81
21,929.59
11,067.39

13.68

E0.96
1,351.76
2,141.7A

26,8r
62.91

s3.6i
506.68
649.35

61.27
822.?2

40,751 40

13,953.60

$54,705.00

tr T i+.c9 .t : !-r !



PROPOSEDBUDGET 2006

SALARY
MiLEAGE
FICA

WORKFORCE SERVTCES

WORKMAN'S COMPENSATION FI-'ND
OFFICE SUPPLY
ASSOCTATED WATER
IdCORDERS. R.EPAIRS. AND ETC
OFFICE O & M
PUBLISH REPORT
TRUCK PHONE
PROPERTY AND MISC.
RETIREMENT ITLIND

IEGAI,

TOTAt,

APPRO\ED
38,950.00
3,000.00
2,980.00

100.00
1,s00.00

200,00
1,375.00
2,000.00'f

900.00
t00.00
900.00

100.00
2,000.00

500.00

54,705 00

REIvL{INNG rN EQUtrMENT AND REPAiR $7,401 65

* TiilS A.VOL'NTI TO BE ADDED TO TF€ 5?,401.65 REMAINI]'JG IN THiS ACCOUNT
FROM PREVIOUS YEARS AND USED AS MATCHING FL]NDS FOR AUTON,I{TiON
PROGRAMS ON TTIE zuVER

.;|t';MnJ:nl Ii:':t:r-t2J -Cl-{.-T 'tl-f)]).lI u-)-nLa I '!lil'l.irru.i ln.Lr !-tr-2-r-r - .,,-:t 
'
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MAILING CERTIFICATE

Tina L. Hemstreet, legal assistant of McKeachnre Law Offices,

P.C., attorneys for Petitj-oners cert.ifies that she served the

attached PETITION TO APPROVE 2005 COMMISSTONER'S REPORT, 2006

BUDGET AND SCHEDULE OF ASSESSMENTS, 2.046 SCHEDULU OF DISTRIBUTION

AND REQUEST TO APPOINT Ti-IE 2OO6 RIVER COMMISSIONER FOR THE LAKE

FORK RIVER, YELLOWSTONE RIVER AND SAND WASH CREEK by placing a true

and correct copy ln an envelope addressed to:

and deposired the same, scaled, wr th firsL class postage prepaid

thereon, rn the Unrted States Maj I at- Vernal, Utah, on the j_7, O"O

or i"-i'Ptti

LYNN BURTON
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
STAR ROUTE BOX 140
TALIVIAGE UT 84073

WILLIAM R MCCONKIE
OFTICE OF' THE SOLICI:IOR
I25 S STATE STREET'
SALT LAKE CITY UT 84]38

ASSOCIATED WATER USUTTS

DRY GULCH IRRIGATION
P O BOX 265
ROOSEVELT UT 84066

, 2006,.

STEPHEN ROTH
ASSISTANT U S ATTORNEY
185 S STATE STE 4OO
SAL'| LAKE CITY U'I' B 4111

LEE SIMMS
WAT'ER RIGIiTS DIV]S]ON
P O BOX 146300
SALI'LAKE CIT'Y UT 84114-5300

NORMAN JOI]NSON
ASS TSTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
1594 WES:I' NORTI-I TEMPLE #3OO
SAI,T LAKE CITY UT 84114_6300


